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New Hampshire
Haunted Places

Haunted houses full of rotting corpses and blood-spattered ghouls
may be nothing more than thrilling Halloween make-believe to
older teenagers and adults, but realistic horror scenes can be truly
terrifying to young children. Although the scariest of haunted
houses may be out of the question, families living in New
Hampshire are within driving distance of a number of haunted
attractions that are geared specifically toward kids. These child-
friendly haunted houses may not be scream-inducing, but they
shouldn't leave the little ones with nightmares.

Fright Kingdom

Each Halloween, Fright Kingdom (frightkingdom.com) offers two  pouble-check the age guidelines of haunted houses
Sunday afternoon haunted house tours just for kids. The daytime  pefore entering.

events, called "Hardly Haunted," are intended for young children

and sensitive elementary-aged kids who may be frightened by the rather grisly nighttime displays. Older kids can visit the
scarier attraction, which opens after dark, but the venue urges parents to use their own discretion with children under the
age of 10. Fright Kingdom is in Nashua, near the Massachusetts state border.

Haunted Overload

Located in southeastern New Hampshire, Haunted Overload (hauntedoverload.com) is designed to be terrifying at night,
but the daytime tours for children are much more tame. Brightly lit and free of grasping monsters, the Haunted Overload
kids attractions allow children to enjoy the atmosphere and decorations without fear. The venue also puts on a few
special events each year, called Fright Night Lite, which feature nighttime tours of the haunted house sets, effects and
festive lights without all the gruesome ghouls.

Merrimack Haunted Walk

The town of Merrimack, in southern New Hampshire, hosts a family-friendly Haunted Walk each year. The eventis free to
all who attend, subsidized by the town Parks and Recreation Department (no website; 116 Naticook Rd., Merrimack; 603-
882-1046). Packed with festive activities for children, the eventincludes a haunted house, pumpkin painting, Halloween
crafts, spooky games and a costume parade. The town of Merrimack is off Route 3, and the Halloween Walk takes place
at Wasserman Park, near the center of town.

Six Gun City Ghost Town

In October of each year, Six Gun City, a western-themed family fun park in Jefferson, transforms into the eerie Six Gun
Ghost Town (ghosttownatsixguncity.com). The park is fully decorated for Halloween, with orange lights and costumed
employees wandering the grounds. Each attraction is rated on a pumpkin scale to indicate its scare factor. In addition to
Halloween-themed games, refreshments and rides, the ghost town includes two haunted houses -- The Undertaker's
House and The Butcher shop. Families who camp may want to extend their trip by reserving a site at the park-owned Fort
Jefferson Campground (fortjeffersoncampground.com), which is right next door.
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